I was asked to review the various reports from different teams at the university, and to develop a proposal for the Faculity of Envirnomental Management group. I wrote "A Multi-Disciplinary Long-Term Study on the Environmental Effects of the Tsunami Region in Phuket." There is a risk of disturbing the balance between what could be an interesting long-term study and exploiting a tragic situation. The delicate nature of this situation is further complicated by my being an outsider and by cultural and political differences. Even though I was asked for advice, I question how much they really wanted my opinion and what they would do with my advice. I tried to address the issue of random rebuilding in a large resort area that will eventually have thousands of homes, businesses, and multi-million dollar resorts, and explain that some intervention would be a good thing. I was told, "Ajarn [Professor], we agree with you . . . . You are right . . . but it is not the Thai way."
